
naidheachdan � news
West Highland Free Press | Friday 13 February 200910

Diana Mackie is delighted with the grading for Number Ten

Comhairle schools consensus starts to erode

Broadford group
gearing up for
Fairtrade Fortnight

Venue fears grow for
Glasgow Gaelic nursery

An attempt by Comhairle nan
Eilean Siar to deal with the
future of primary education in a
conciliatory fashion was under
threat this week after one senior
councillor claimed an initial
report on the issue already
contained suggestions of a
“preconceived” agenda for
school closures.

The council’s education
committee this week agreed to
embark on a process designed to try
to avoid much of the controversy
and in-fighting which characterised

their recent handling of rural
schools where secondary one and
two provision is provided. It was
eventually agreed to discontinue S1
and S2 provision in all of the
schools after 2011.

Mindful of the public fallout
which dogged that consultation, the
council formed a special working
group to come up with
recommendations on how to deal
with a debate on the future of
primary schools — many of which
are witnessing plummeting pupil
numbers and buildings in a sub-
standard condition.

A report which went in front of

members of the education
committee on Tuesday suggested
that all the relevant information be
presented to individual communities
— loosely focusing on ward
boundaries — and that reaction be
gauged from “all stakeholders”
within that area. That will be fed
back to the council and then a
formal consultation with
recommendations will be launched.

However, councillor Donald
Manford from Barra, backed by
other SNP councillors, said the
preliminary report was flawed as it
suggested possible receiving
schools for pupils from those where

numbers were low. He added: “If I
go out to a public meeting and try
and suggest there is no preconceived
agenda by this council I will be
ridiculed.”

While welcoming the
consultation, Mr Manford added
that it would be wiser for the council
to draw on the Scottish
Government’s rural schools
legislation, yet to pass into law,
which he said had a “presumption”
against closure of rural schools. He
said that there was already a
perception in the islands that the
council wanted to close some
schools.

Mr Manford was roundly
criticised by fellow members.

Councillor Roddy MacKay from
Stornoway, a member of the
working group which looked at the
whole issue, stressed that it was
absolutely clear from reading the
report that all they wanted was to
give peole the relevant information
and to gauge their feelings.

Councillor Angus McCormack
added: “We are going to give
everyone all the information we
have, advertise what we are doing in
the papers and once they have had
time to digest that get their opinions
on it and come back to this council.

This is not even a formal
consultation.”

Education chair Morag Munro
said it was important to learn from
the mistakes of the past and go
forward on a collective basis.

However, council convener Alex
MacDonald also felt it wrong to
have a section in the report on
“possible receiving schools”, as that
would immediately be seized on by
parents, and called for it to be
withdrawn.

The report was accepted by the
committee but it is likely to come
back to the full council at a future
date.

The Broadford Fairtrade group
in Skye are gearing up for this
year’s Fairtrade Fortnight which
begins later this month.

It is now just over a year since
Broadford received Fairtrade status
and there are a number of businesses
in and around the village which use
or supply Fairtrade goods.
Dunvegan in north Skye is also
working towards Fairtrade village
status.

On Friday 27th February in the
Harbour restaurant in Broadford
there will be an event entitled
“Fairtrade Fashion and Food” which
will showcase items of Fairtrade
clothing sold in some high street
shops and also food items which are
available in supermarkets including
the Scottish Co-op.

The same event will then take
place in Dunvegan on Saturday 28th

February, before returning to
Broadford on Saturday 7th March.

Another event is being held in
Broadford on Tuesday 3rd March
which will be attended by a
Fairtrade producer from Malawi
who will talk about how Fairtrade
has changed the lives of the people
in her country. A buffet of Fairtrade
food will also be served and
certificates will be handed out to all
those companies in the Broadford
area, who sell or use the label’s
products.

Members of the Broadford
Fairtrade group said they hoped
there woud be a high level of
interested in both the Fairtrade
Fashion and Food events, and the
evening buffet and talk.

Fairtrade Fortnight runs from
23rd February to 8th March. More
information is available at
www.fairtrade.org.uk

Parents of Gaelic-speaking
children in Glasgow fear time is
running out to save their pre-
school nursery.

Kids face being left without a
nursery in May when their current
building closes. A group of parents
this week issued a plea for help to
find new premises.

They have been searching for the
past year to find a venue for Gaelic
childcare from the age of six weeks
to five years. But Glasgow’s
overcrowded nurseries have been
unable to take them and there is a
shortage of empty buildings.

The current nursery, at the city’s
Langside College, had more than 40
children on its books last year —
with a long waiting list. Now the
parents hope they can find a new
venue or an existing nursery will
take them in.

Worried parent Marianne Rodgers
said: “The Gaelic unit has been a
major success and it would be a
tragedy to see it close because of a

lack of premises. We have been
looking for more than a year without
success and time is running out for
us.

“The Gaelic language is thriving,
especially in the central belt, and we
must do everything in our power to
ensure the youngsters can continue
to develop their skills.”

Glasgow City Council were
hailed as pioneers when they backed
the opening of the Gaelic nursery.

The head of the successful
Glasgow Gaelic School, Donalda
McComb, believes everything must
be done to help the youngsters.

She said: “Learning a second
language is not easy. The earlier an
experience children can have the
better.

“The Gaelic pre-five provision in
Glasgow has impacted on the
number of pupils coming to us. They
are confident in using their language
and, as such, we are able to build on
their language acquisition in the
early years of the primary.”

Skye cottage awarded five
stars by VisitScotland

Labour MSP reveals origin
of Government forest plans

A new self-catering cottage in Skye has
been awarded the highest possible accolade
of five stars from VisitScotland, in
recognition of its excellent standards.

Number Ten — run by artist Diana Mackie and
her composer partner Alan Cleobury-Jones — is a
newly-built extension to their home and working
studios in Borreraig Park in the north-west of the
island, enjoying its own private entrance and
garden.

The cottage sits on a croft just above the shore

with uninterrupted views across Loch Dunvegan
to the Coral Beach and the Outer Hebrides.

Diana, who also has a degree in interior design
and previously worked on the refurbishment of
the Three Chimneys restaurant in Colbost, said:
“Needless to say, I am delighted with the five star
grading. In Number Ten my aim was to create a
space of conceptual luxury for two people whilst
paying considerable attention to detail. We
wanted to create something that was as dramatic
as the scenery that surrounds.

“Working on Three Chimneys gave me the

drive to do so. I feel that all of this hard work,
which began back in 2000, has really paid off.”

VisitScotland regional director Scott
Armstrong said: “It is fantastic to see Skye’s
tourism offering enhanced by this luxurious
property. Quality, and indeed self-catering
options, are becoming more and more of a draw
for visitors which is why investment and
developments like Number Ten are so vital to the
tourism industry as a whole.”

For more information visit www.number10-
skye.co.uk

Labour’s chief whip in the
Scottish Parliament, David
Stewart, has revealed that
private bankers Rothschild
dreamt up the plans to lease
Scotland’s forests.

Following questions by the
Highlands and Islands MSP, former
environment minister Michael
Russell confirmed last week that the
City of London merchant bankers
approached the Scottish Government
with plans for the forest estate.

Mr Stewart commented: “The
proposals to lease off huge sections

of Scotland’s national forests to
private companies have attracted
widespread condemnation. The
government’s regular talks with
Margaret Thatcher’s favourite
privatisation bank indicates that they
may have had a client or two in the
wings. This short-sighted move to
hand over the profits from forests
grown by taxpayers would be
damaging for the management and
employment of Scotland’s national
asset. Even Mrs Thatcher shied
away from privatising the Forestry
Commission.

“The numbers just don’t add up.

We have been told that the national
forest estate is worth about £850
million and that the Government
wants to raise £200 million from
leasing vast areas of forest.
However, £850 million is the most
optimistic valuation of the estate in a
stable land market. The market
reality is that, by flooding the market
with an enormous area of land, the
Government will lower the price and
value of the assets.”

Moreover, says Mr Stewart, the
creation of leases with highly-
restrictive clauses will have a
“negative effect on the value of the

assets” which might mean that even
greater than expected areas of
Scotland’s forests have to leave
public ownership in order to raise
the necessary cash.

He continued: “If the idea is
pursued, any future Government’s
ability to manage the forests will be
hamstrung for 75 years, irrespective
of new knowledge or developments
in climate change, land use or any
social, economic or environmental
policy. A quarter of our national
forest estate will effectively be
exempt from public intervention
until 2084. That cannot be right.”
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